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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

For  the  Year,  1937. 


TO  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  ROMNEY  MARSH 
Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 

The  area  of  the  district  is  31031  acres. 

The  resident  population  in  mid-1937  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar 
General  was  3398. 

'The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year  1937,  according 
to  the  Rate  Books  was  1343. 


The  rateable  value  was  £17,846. 

The  sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  was  £75. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Males 

Live  Births  Legitimate  25 
Illegitimate  3 


28 


Females  Total. 
15  =  40 

1  =  4 


16  =  44 


This  gives  a  Birth  Rate  of  12.94  per  1000  of  the  estimated  resident 
population. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  14.9. 

Birth  Rates  for  past  five  years  : — 


Romney  Marsh. 

England  and  Wales. 

1933 

14.70 

14.40 

1934 

13.57 

14.80 

1935. 

12.64 

14.70 

1936 

15.67 

14.80 

1937 

12.94 

14.90 

Average 

13.90 

14.72 

Males  Females 

Totals 

Deaths 

27  10 

37 

This  gives  a  Death  Rate  of  10.88  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population. 

The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  12.4 

Death  Rates  for  past  five  years  : — 

Romney  Marsh.  England  and  Wales. 


1933 

10.97 

12.30 

1934 

9.78 

11.80 

1935 

12.02 

11.70 

1936 

7.83 

12.10 

1937 

30.88 

12.40 

Average 

10.29 

12.06 

102.4 


Still  Births.  Rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births 
Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  per  1000  live  and  still  births — 


Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  Nil 

Other  puerperal  causes  ...  Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  136.36 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  live  births  ...  ...  136.36 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  live  births  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  ...  1 

There  was  no  unusual  or  excessive  Mortality. 

The  conditions  of  environment  are  excellent. 

Public  Health  Officers  and  Services — 


Mr.  G.  E.  Wells  resigned  his  appointment  as  Sanitary,  Building.  Meat 
and  Food  Inspector  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  Mr.  D.  G.  Evans.  Cert,  s.i.b., 
M.S.I.A.,  was  appointed  to  the  same  position  and  took  up  his  duties  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year. 

The  Public  Health  Services  remain  the  same. 

The  building  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Royal  Victoria  Hospital  at 
Folkestone,  which  is  the  general  hospital,  serving  a  great  portion  of  the 
district,  is  now  being  carried  out  and  the  delay  which  has  of  late  taken  place 
ill  the  admission  of  patients  will  soon  be  obviated. 

The  Lydd  Branch  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Association  has  recently 
purchased,  with  financial  help  from  our  district,  a  new  and  up-to-date  Motor 
Ambulance  and  this  is  available  for  use  in  the  district. 


Water — 

t 

The  extension  of  mains  to  the  populous  parts  of  every  parish  in  the 
district  has  now  been  completed. 

I  made  enquiries  from  the  Mid-Kent  Water  Company  as  to  the  source 
of  the  supply  to  Romney  Marsh  and  was  informed  that  it  comes  from  their 
Wells  at  Barham,  near  Canterbury  and  that  it  is  being  Chlorinated. 
Bacteriological  Examinations  are  carried  out  monthly  and  they  sent  me 
copies  of  several  recent  reports  which  show  it  to  be  of  excellent  quality  both 
chemically  and  bacteriologically. 

They  are  going  to  send  me  copies  of  the  reports  in  the  future. 

Complaints  are  still  being  received  from  Dymchurch,  which  derives 
its  supply  from  the  Littlestone  Water  Company,  of  lack  of  pressure  during 
the  months  of  July  and  August  and  this  question  of  improvement  of  the 
pressure  is  still  under  consideration. 

This  Company’s  Water  has  recently  been  over  Chlorinated  and  I  have 
been  in  communication  with  them  on  the  subject,  and  asked  them  to  have 
the  process  carried  out  accurately. 


Drainage  &  Sewage — 

The  Council  has  now  purchased  its  own  modern  and  up-to-date  plant 
for  the  emptying  of  cesspools  and  the  removal  of  house  refuse  at  Dymchurch 
and  has  purchased  the  necessary  land  for  the  disposal  thereof  and  the  work 
is  now  being  carried  out  by  the  Councils’  own  workmen  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  populous  area  at  St.  Mary’s  Bay  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Mary-in-the- 
Marsh  is  experiencing  considerable  difficulty  in  the  disposal  of  the  Sewage 
and  removal  of  house  refuse,  and  the  subject  is  under  consideration. 

Housing- 

Two  houses  have  been  erected  in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary-in-the-Marsh, 
to  abate  the  nuisance  of  overcrowding  in  the  parish,  and  the  Council  is  now 
considering  an  application  from  the  Newchurch  Parish  Council  for  the 
erection  of  Council  houses  in  that  parish. 

Several  of  the  old  properties  referred  to  in  my  last  year’s  report  have 
now  been  renovated  by  their  owners,  with  the  assistance  of  a  grant  from  the 
Kent  County  Council  under  the  Agricultural  Workers  Act. 


Mrs.  Paddock  has  very  kindly  supplied  me  with  the  record  of  rainfall 
taken  at  Hournes,  Dymchurch  during  the  past  year. 


Jan. 

4.65 

Feb. 

4.69 

March 

3.38 

April 

2.37 

May 

3.14 

June 

1.22 

July 

1.06 

Aug. 

1.49 

Sept. 

1.79 

Oct. 

2.18 

Nov. 

1.23 

Dec. 

3.83 

31.03  inches. 

Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  : — 

Scai  let  Fever 

2 

Tuberculosis 

...  1  Pulmonary. 

1  Nonpulmonar}’. 

One  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  was 

removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  case  of  Pulmonary  Tuber 

culosis  was  sent  to  a  Sanatorium. 

One  case  of  Nonpulmonary 

occured  in  a  child  who  was  sent  to  a 

general  hospital  and  died  from  the  Meningeal  form  of  the  disease. 

There  were  10  names  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  commence- 

ment  of  the  year  and  8  at  the  end. 

The  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inpector  is  appended. 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  Clerk  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  their 

assistance. 

I 

am, 

Mr.  Chairman 

,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

ARNOLD  McMILLAN, 

24th  Map,  1938. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

TO  THE  ROMNEY  MARSH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  1937. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 


A.  Total  including  number  given  separately  under  (b)  .  93 

B.  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 

Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (aj  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  153 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  180 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
underthe  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  26 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  26 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceeding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation .  45 

Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:  — 

A.  —  Proceedings  under  sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served,  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  : — 

fa)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  he  remedied  ...  ...  ...  20 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  wereremedied 

after  serving  of  formal  notice  : — 

fa)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  19  &  21  of  the  Housing  Acts,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respectof  which  demolition 

Ordei  s  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

demolition  orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


C 


D.  — Proceedings  under  section  20  of  the  Housing  Acts,  1930  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  determined  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  2 

E.  — Housing  Act,  1935 — Overcrowding  : — 


(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 

\  e  tit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  3 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  21 

(5)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  17 

(<7)  Number  of  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have  again 
become  oveicrowded  after  the  Council  have  taken 
steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  Nil 


Registered  Slaughter  Houses 
Licensed  Slaughter  Houses 


Dec.,  1934  Dec.  1935  Dec  ,  1936  Dec.,  1937. 

4  4  4  4 

1111 


Bakehouses 
Dairies 
Cowsheds 
Milk  shops 
Slaughter  Houses 
Workshops 


no.  in 

no  of  visits 

no.  of  defects 

no.  of  defects 

district. 

in  1937. 

found. 

remedied. 

3 

9 

Nil 

Nil 

22 

90 

12 

12 

5 

60 

7 

7 

3 

18 

1 

Nil 

Nuisances  investigated  and  abated. 

No.  investigated 


Overcrowding 

11 

Offensive  Trades 

Nil 

Keeping  Animals 

2 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

66 

Drainage  investigated 

94 

Number  of  Houses  disinfected 

4 

No.  abated 
«> 

Nil 

2 

16 

35 


Approximate  number  of  houses  containing  each  type  of  sanitary 
convenience. 

W.c’s  into  drainage  S3’stem  175  W.c’s  into  cesspools  674 

Earth  closets  or  privy  middens  52  Pail  closets  378 

No.  of  premises  connected  to  Public  water  supply  694 

«.  ii  not  «,  ,,  ii  ii  634 

Notices  served  :  Statutory  20  Informal  48 

Total  number  of  all  kinds  of  visits  paid  by  the  Inspector  during 
the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  1020 


I  am  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  E.  WELLS. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Meat  and  Food  Inspector. 


1st  January,  1938. 


